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He's the kind of man who 
frightens people or makes them 
hope, he never notices they 
exist. Some say if he feels 
anything, he must be painfully 
alone. But not many want to talk 
about Steve Wilson at all... at 
least not for quote. 

We did talk to some who 
were willing to give their view 
of Wilson "off the record". More 
than one said he has a big ego 
that can’t stand defeat or 
criticism. Someone who knew 
Wilson said that he was kind of 
puny as a teenager but now has 
the strength of three men. There 
are stories in Olancha about 
Wilson picking up a 200 pound 
piece of machinery and setting it 
in the back of a pick-up truck 
But other stories say that 
Wilson's temper mixed with his 
strength at times. Wilson 
reportedly “tore the hood off a 
truck" once and bent the steering 
column. 

Wilson is a man of 
contradictions. A local person 
who knew him said that he "was 
very well read and could talk 
about anything - horses, cars, 
polictics... anything. And he 
could do just about anything 
too... he flies planes, he's a good 
welder... he can build... and he 
speaks a little Spanish." 

Someone who did talk for 
quote about Wilson is Sheriff 
Don Dorsey. He wss the jail 

commander when Wilson was in Slev * Wilson with Sheriffs detective Monte 
custafy in Inyo County. At that time, the Inyo Deputies wanted to 
make sure Wilson did not escape. He had evaded the law for two 
years and was caught after a game warden in Alaska recognized 
Wilson from a fugitive poster. (FBI agents arrested Wilson when 
he flew into the Las Vegss Airport.) 

Once Wilson came to Inyo's jail, Sheriff Dorsey said that 
officers had reason to believe he would try to escape... "because of 
his and others' statements. “ 

Dorsey said the deputies always used leg irons and chains to 
transport Wilson to and from the Courthouse. "He wasn't really a 
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(continued from p. 1) 

problem. I cen't recall him being volatile." 

In fact... when Wilson W8S convicted of 
killing his father-in-law, Bill Thornburgh, 
he went to Folsom Prison where officials saw 
him as a model prisoner. One source close to 
the situation said that Wilson did all the 
right things to gain the confidence of guards 
and officials. "He was smarter than most 
prisoners, and they could use him to do a 
number of jobs." That's how he ended up 
working in the loading dock area of the jail... 
the place from which he launched his escape. 
(It was the first escape in 15 years from 
Folsom.) 

And Wilson's escape started up all of 
those old fears in Olancha. One man said that 
if Wilson uses the intelligence he has "he 
will go somewhere where nobody knows him 
and just blend into the crowd. But you never 
really know about him." One said that 
Wilson could "flow right into a crowd" if he 
wanted to, and no one would ever find him. 

He did that the last time he was on the 
run... at least for two years it worked. 

That's why the Inyo Sheriff's men had 
gone so far 8S to stake out the jail from the 
Courthouse roof one time when word got 
around that Wilson might try to escape. 
Sheriff Dorsey admitted that Deputies had to 
use “extra manpower and procedures." 

Deputies believed that Wilson had 
super-strength. Sheriff Dorsey knew about 
a call in Olancha to the Sheriffs 
department... a call complaining that Steve 
Wilson had "ripped a bumper off of a truck." 

Steve Wilson... he's a combination of high 
intelligence and physical strength. But those 
who knew him say he has no real feeling for 
anyone other than himself. "He looks like the 
All-American boy with soft blue eyes... until 
those eyes look straight through you." 
Others speculate that Wilson must be a 
desperately lonely man "that Is, If he cares 
even about that." 

A dispassionate calculation may be what 
keeps Wilson running. But as others 
commented... "you never know about him. He 
may try to come back here just to get even." 

Wilson is 40 years old now... in the 
prime of life. Before his escape, he faced 
spending most of his productive years behind 
bars. Now he is free... but what many still 
wonder is... free to do what! ■ 
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CONTROVERSIAL JUDGE: HARRY ROBERTS 

Mono County’s Superior Court Judge, Harry Roberts, 
stirs up controversy again. Both Inyo and Mono County 
lawyers complain about Roberts' “style" on the bench. 
Many attorneys simply disqualify him from their cases. 
And as lawyers and others speculate about whether 
Roberts, who is nearly 70, will retire, the Judge was 
busy providing the Mono grapevine with more material. 

Seems that Inyo Judge Don Chapman had to go to the 
Mono County Courthouse to hear some drug cases 
(Roberts was disqualified). But when Chapman arrived, 
Roberts said he couldn’t use the Courtroom. Inyo’s top 
Judge tried to find a place to hold Court, but the Justice 
Court was busy, the Supervisors were meeting In the 
Boardroom... finally he carried out judicial business in 
the office of Mono County Clerk, Renn Nolan. Courthouse 
sources said that at one point, Judge Roberts was just 
sitting alone in his Courtroom. Roberts claims he was 
studying notes on the backboard. _ 



Judge Harry Roberts , 
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SHOPPING CENTER GO AHEAD 

In spite of legal battles with Bishop merchants, the 
Crumpler and Kruger developing firm will move ahead 
with plans to build a new shopping center in Bishop, 
although Jerry Crumpler says that the project will be 
delayed, while Bishop businessmen appeal the Court 
decision to allow the shopping center project 

Bishop downtown merchants say they feel that 
another shopping center will mean the end of some of the 
smaller and older businesses in town. That’s why 
businessmen felt that an economic impact study should 
have been done before allowing the center to go in. 

As for Inyo County shoppers... they mostly seem to 
want the shopping center They hope for competitive 
prices and a wider selection of goods 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS WIN ONE 

While merchants have fared poorly in the Courtroom 
on their concerns, environmentalists won one the other 
day. A group calling themselves the "Desert Survivors” 
saw miner Doug McFarland and his plans for the Keynot 
Mine in the Inyo Mountains as a threat to a spring there 
and the environment in general. 

Donald Falk of Desert Survivors said that the Bureau 
of Land Management had approved McFarland's plans to 
use water from a well near the mine in the Keynot Canyon 
east of Lone Pine Falk said that back-packers, hunters, 
and others had used this water for years and that there 
was not enough for them and the mining proposal The 
"Survivors” also objected to McFarland’s keeping large 
quantities of cyanide on the mining property. Falk said 
McFarland was using cyanide in his mining process. 

After a Court hearing at Independence, an 
Administrative Law Judge ordered that the plan of 
operations for the Keynot mine be "set sside, remanding 
the case to the BLM for further action ” McFarland never 
showechjr^oMh^eann^^^^gftfr^^^^^^ 
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Falk said that McFarland's company, Far West 
Exploration, is "a vacant mobile home at 23M McCree St. 
in Bishop. Falk added that it’s now up to BLM to remove 
"the cyanide now stored unsecurely at the site." 

This may be only the beginning of controversy for the 
Inyo Mountains and its mines. Proposals for wilderness 
in that area are coming up. 


BEN WINS ONE 

And News-Letter's columnist Clarence Benbrook 
scored a victory over the Department of Water and 
Power. As we had reported, Benbrook's gas station's 
pumps were burned out. He said that the problem was 
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caused by DWP's power system. Benbrook filed action in 
Small Claim's Court and he was awarded damages. 

But it seems the Court failed to award him all of the 
expenses Incurred from that damage. Looks like the fight 
may not be over. 

PLANTS NEED WATER TOO! 

For those who fail to recognize the significance of 
Owens Valley and its vegetation, response to Botanist 
Mary DeDecker’s class on the study of the buckwheat 
plant should reveal something. 

It may seem like an obscure subject, but 15 people 
joined that study from as far away as Santa Barbara, 
Monterey, Riverside, and Los Angeles. 

Members of Inyo's officialdom h8ve been quoted as 
ho-humming the fact that hundreds of acres of plantlife 
have died off 8nd may never return thanks to groundwater 
pumping by the Department of Water and Power. 

Visiting botanists have wondered in horror how many 
more plants... rare ones... will be obliterated by lack of 
water. 

COUNTY BUDGET HEARINGS 

Working overtime... that's a way of life for Inyo 
County Sheriff's men. Last year they stacked up around 
$56,000 in overtime. Sheriff Don Dorsey said that this 
figure is so high because his department functions at a 
minimal staff level. Even so, the Supervisors refused to 
give Dorsey the two extra Deputies and one dispatcher he 
asked for during budget hearings. 

They gave him one more Deputy, but that still leaves 
the Sheriff's Department with not enough workers. And 
there was discouraging news for the Sheriffs dispatchers 
who h8ve taken on extra duties in past months. Dorsey 
asked for a raise for those workers, but the Supervisors 
said no. 

No raise for the Sheriff or District Attorney either, 
but the Water Department made out during those 
hearings. Privately, a number of Department heads are 
still grumbling about Water Director Greg James who 
came out of the budget battles with a raise of his 
$48,000 per year contract up to $51,000. Consultant 
David Oroenveld got a raise too. He will make something 
like $42,000 a year. Many are also unhappy that the 
entire Water Department will spend nearly $500,000 
next year. That department was formed to enforce the 
groundwater pumping ordinance. But none of that money 
will go toward actual enforcement of the ordinance which 
was put into legal limbo by the efforts of Oreg James, 
County Counsel Dennis Myers, and the Supervisors. 

JUDGES STILL SITTING 

Speaking of limbo... at last report, the Third District 
Court of Appeals Judges were still sitting on the DWP- 

(continued on p. 5) 
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(continued from p. 4) 

Inyo water agreement. Those Judges have the final say 
over approval of the agreement. They had indicated they 
would support the agreement if DWP agreed to carry out 
earlier orders from the same Court. 

The Court of Appeals Judges are the ones who have 
ordered DWP to come up with an adequate Environmental 
Impact Report on groundwater pumping in the Owens 
Valley. DWP has failed to do that over the last 12 years. 
So the Judges basically said to — 


-The 

Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 

A NEWS ALTERNATIVE 


DWP... we'll give you what you want, 
if you give us what we want. It's 
debatable whether DWP has really 
atreed to do that. Inyo's County 
Counsel Dennis Myers wrote a letter 
to the Court of Appeals. His message 
was that Inyo County needs the 
money DWP will hand over in the 
agreement and wants the Judges to 
hurry up and decide. Meanwhile, the 
Supervisors already approved the 
budget with that DWP money it it. 
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MUSEUM MOVES 

And if you are sick and tired of 
DWP issues coming up at every 
turn, what about a DWP display wing 
of the Inyo County Museum? We 
reported in the last issue that such 
plans are afoot and that ex-DWP 
boss Bob Phillips' wife, Mary, has 
been busy organizing a “Friends of 
the Museum" group with DWP in 
mind. Sources close to the situation 
have re-confirmed that organizing 
continues. 

Meanwhile, many missed a 
subtle point during County budget 
hearings. While most believed that 
the Supervisors voted to establish I 
the position of Museum Director 
once more, that's not what really! 
happened. The Board apporved a 
position of “Museum Administrator". 
Qualifications for that position will 
not match those of a qualified 
Director. Privately, some who have 
placed valuable historic items of the 
Valley in the Museum say they will 
seriously consider taking them out 
depending on how Museum operations 
proceed. 

(continued on p. 6) 
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(continued from d.5) 
MYSTERY IN WELFARE 


And the mystery continues over the firing of 
Inyo's two child protective services workers - 
Monte Clifford end Nons Holloway. Courthouse 
sources said the two were fired for 
insubordination and other reasons. Clifford has 
repeated that he and Holloway will be vindicated. 
And in a bizarre turn of events, Holloway was 
re-hired and then fired again. 

County Counsel Dennis Myers tried to say 
that Holloway was never re-hired, but he failed 
to explain why she W8S told to report to work and 
did work for one day. Ms. Holloway's attorney, 
Ed LaPlount, says his client was caught in a 
political web at the Courthouse. He’s working on 
a claim against the County. Meanwhile, child 
protective services are suffering though a new 
worker has been hired temporarily. 

When Welfare Director, Connie Bennett, was 
asked if she made a mistake when she fired Ms. 
Holloway, in light of the fact that she turned 
around and re-hired her, Bennett refused to 
comment. ■ 
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Keefer *town sign ' fies on if s' side after recent flash flood. 

"It could have been a lot worse!" 


"I heard a crash against my back door and opened it. 
Mud rushed in. I yelled to my children, 'Open the front 
door' - and I watched the mud rush in and right out 
again.” One woman’s experience was recalled as Southern 
Inyo looked back on the flash flooding that caught many by 
surprise a few weeks ago. 

Keeler - hard hit by the floods - called themselves 
lucky. It could have been a lot worse. Their new water 
system was disrupted and many had extensive water and 
mud damage to their homes, but no one was injured and 
life returned to normal a few days later. They even 
cleaned up and had a party the following Saturday night, 
celebrating the completion of the new town water system. 

It could have been a serious disaster, with lives and 
property lost, but it wasn't. The people of Lone Pine, 
County Health workers, Forest Service, Lone Pine 
ambulance, Sheriffs office, and the Lone Pine School 
District all responded quickly when word got out that 
Keeler was under 3 feet of water, and people were being 
evacuated by helicopter. A command post was set up at 
the Visitor's Center south of Lone Pine - volunteers 
readied themselves and churches opened up their doors. 
Restaurants offered to prepare meals, Joseph's Market 
donated food, and the local pharmacist offered to provide 
insulin to one of the evacuees. 


Many were read/ to offer their help The County 
initiated their Incident Command System and the Lone 
Pine Town Hall was set up as 8 msss shelter center 
Twenty Army cots were set up in the sleeping area, a 
television brought in for diversion/ entertainment, and 
hot meals prepared by the Senior Citizen lunch staff 
Pete Larson offered one of his vacant apartments to be 
used for showering and bathing. In the end, Jeanne 
Occumb, offered her home as a refuge for those wanting 
to spend the night. 

It was 8 disaster that didn't quite happen though 
Only 10 people from Keeler wanted to be evacuated - 
many wanting to remain in their homes. One elderly 
woman told a Sheriff's deputy, "Honey, I have 6 dogs. I 
couldn’t possibly leave them here alone." The County was 
thankful it wasn't worse, and thankful for the many 
volunteers who were eager and willing to respond with 
help. ■ 
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EMT-II 0 


An awful crash of metal in the night... a collision 
that h8s left three people critically injured. Their lives 
hang by a thread and the closest hospital is 20 miles 
away. How do you save them? 

In Inyo County... this kind of scene can happen. 
That's why some people want more advanced training on 
the local ambulance services. But the hard working and 
mostly unrewarded volunteers fear that the demands of 
learning Limited Advanced Life Support (EMT-II) 
techniques will erode the community volunteer 
ambulance services. County officials, volunteers, and 
ambulance owners find themselves in the uncomfortable 
position of balancing the importance of saving lives with 
money... because the EMT-II system does have a price tag. 

How much 8re we willing to invest in good quality 
medical care? The Board of Supervisors want to know. 
The Inyo County Health Department wants an answer. The 
Grand Jury poses the question, as do hospitals, health 
workers, and various volunteers working on ambulance 
services. The answer is not always clear. 

Several years ago, State officials and agressive 
local officials helped to make the decision for us. They 
decided that people who are injured or seriously ill 
should have the best medical treatment available and that 
people caring for the sick and injured should be highly 
qualified and skilled. No one argues with the ideal, but we 
live in a sparsely populated area of the State and not 
everyone believes in expensive snd well equipped 
ambulance and rescue service. Besides, most of the 
Valley's services rely heavily on volunteers to provide 
care. 

As long as people are willing to take the time and 
training necessary to be certified Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT.s) the system works. Volunteers have 
trained as EMT-l's, providing that level of skill for a 
number of years, but a lot of time and energy is involved 
An EMT is required to take an oath of responsibility to 
use the knowledge and skills in times of emergency, 
sometimes being on call 24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
There sre rewards for the volunteer (mainly in 
appreciation by those helped and other occassional ego 
strokes) but money is obviously not the reason one 
volunteers. The Basic Life Support System works in Inyo 
and the EMT-1 is the main cog that keeps the wheels 
turning - because people are willing to volunteer their 
time. 

Some would like to see a more advanced life support 
than the basics offered by the EMT-l's. An EMT-II can 
administer an IV, certain drugs, use a defibrillator for 
heart attacks, and mast pants for serious bleeding. Rick 
Gagnon, Administrator for the County Health Department 
saw a ne8d for this service in the County and appllied for 
a grant from the State to study the feasibility of setting 
up a Limited Advanced Life Support System using 
EMT-ll's in addition to EMT-l's. The study was completed 
and the Health Department went about selling their plan 
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to the various agencies and people involved, including the 
Board of Supervisors. They encountered many problems 
but have reached the stage now that they hope to begin 
teaching the first class of EMT-ll's sometime late in 
October. 

But the sell job is not complete. In fact, many 
people in the County strongly oppose the EMT-II \ 
program. Why would anyone be against providing better 
health care? The bottom line is time and money. The 
EMT-II program will require a great deal more time 
from the EMT-1 volunteers - 306 additional hours of 
training. It’s a committment of time and energy that 
many volunteer EMT’s would rather not make. However 
35 to 40 have expressed a desire to further their 
training and skills and of these, 20 will be selected to 
participate in the first EMT-II clsss. 

The other major hurdle Is of course money No one 
likes to put a price on medical care, but someone must. 

The State and County Health Department say that in order 
to upgrade skills and equipment to a Limited Advanced 
Life Support system, you need to spend X amount of 
dollars. That figure will be debated, but anywhere from 
6,000 to 10,000 dollars will be needed to upgrade each 
ambulance service, whether it is privately owned (as the 
two companies in Bishop) or supported by the taxpayer 



Would EMT-H's hove been helpful et this eccit 









DR BUST 

(as in Big Pine and Independence). If the service and 
equipment are used, the patient will pay more than 3 
times the cost under the present system. But in a 
life-threatening situation, money loses its value in the 
face of death or injury. The choice is simple. 

But without the stress of an accident, answers come 
harder Those are tax dollars being used and are we sure 
what the system is really going to cost? Mono County for 
instance, decided on a paramedic system a few years ago 
(an Advanced Life'Support System, not Limited Advanced 
Life Support or EMT-II) with the understanding that it 
would not cost the taxpayer anything extra. The system 
would pay for itself, they were told. L8St year, according 
to the County of Mono Auditor’s office, they spent 
$356,107.38 for their Ambulance Services Department 
They have full-time, paid paramedics and do not rely on 
volunteers as in Inyo, but the system turned out to be far 
costlier than projected. 

Has the Health Department made errors in their 
calculations presented in the feasibility study? Cathy 
Henderson, chairman of the Health Committee of the 
County Grand Jury is one who is leery of the figures. She 
feels that the EMT-II system will cost the County plenty 
of money; it being unable to support itself from the 
income generated by the higher fees (a flat rate of $255 



accident near Independence severe / years ago ? 


per call if LALS equipment is used). Ms. Henderson does 
not feel there will be enough calls to warrant the 
additional time and money of the EMT -11 system and feels 
the Health Departments' figures are misleading. 

Someone else dealing in the costs of medical care, 
Herman Spencer - director of Northern Inyo Hospital, 
feels the cost/benefit ratio will be good for the County 
Northern Inyo in Bishop is the base station for the entire 
County (including Death Valley) and they will be 
spending in the neighborhood of $15,000 to $20,000 in 
training costs the first year - $6,000 of that offset by 
the County through action taken by the Board of 
Supervisors. (The nurses at Northern Inyo will have 
special training to be Moble Intensive Care Nurses to 
handle incoming calls of the EMT-11 system ) 

It’s going to cost some money to upgrade the present 
basic system, but as the feasibility study points out, the 
fee structure ($255 per EMT II call) will offset much of 
the costs. Some are afraid the County will be asked to pay 
the balance, which could be considerable, if the EMT-II 
program does not succeed. 

What is going to make it succeed 9 Larry Huffman 
of Bishop, owner of the privately run Bishop Sierra 
Ambulance, says it's going to take cooperation all up and 
down the line - and lots of it. Larry is one who has not 
been sold on the EMT-11 program. Financially, he sees the 
program as too expensive, requiring too much volume to 
pay for itself. Lsrry thinks the County should keep what 
they've got and stick with a good basic system - rather 
than move into an unsure and unproven, limited advanced 
system Many would agree with Mr Huffman, for they 
feel the EMT-II system is a threat to the Valley's 
volunteers. And without the volunteers you have no 
system - with or without cooperation "You can only ask 
so much of a volunteer," says Huffman, 'and then they'll 
say it's just not worth it" 

But If there are people willing to volunteer their 
time and energy to go back to school (so to speak) and 
receive more training, the County feels it is their 
responsibility to provide the means to do so Gagnon 
explains that not everyone will want to join in the 
program (at least not at first), snd no one will be forced 
to participate; but once the program is underway, more 
will want to follow for whatever the reason 

Competition, being what it is, will dictate to anyone 
in the ambulance business to become FMT-H's. An 
analogy can perhaps be drawn to when the County began 
the Basic program pf EMT-I's. People fought the idea, 
but once there were EMT's, others felt compelled to join 
in. 

Competition is strong in Bishop with two privately 
owned ambulance services: Huffman's Bishop Sierra 
Ambulance and Aegis - owned and operated by Fred Yarcho 
and Hank Moser. Moser was strongly opposed to the 

(continued on p. 10) 
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EMT-II (continued from p. 9) 

EMT-II program 8t first but now feels that it could be 
worthwhile and wants to take the EMT-II course when it 
is offered. A total of six Aegis employees want to do the 
same. If Aegis then provides EMT-II service to patients 
that need it, a great deal of pressure is put on Bishop 
Sierra Ambulance to offer the same. No one is forcing 
anyone to do anything, but the market place dictates to 
Huffman that he should offer EMT-II service also. That's 
what Huffman and many other EMT’s throughout the 
Valley don't like. No one is forcing them, but if they want 
to maintain their present postition, they will have to 
take the course. 

It doesn't sit very well with volunteers in the 
Southern part of the County either, for they feel that 306 
hours of training is just too much to ask on top of regular 
jobs and other activities - to do something they aren't 
sure is necessary. In addition they will be asked to drive 
to Bishop two nights a week and every other Saturday. 
People in Death Valley will perhaps have the option of 
studying video tapes, rather than driving to Bishop, but 
as Martha Reynolds (a nurse at Northern Inyo snd an EMT 
instructor) points out, it is going to be survival of the 
fittest. She does not believe that Bishop is big enough for 
2 ambulance services and that only one will survive 
unless both become part of the EMT-II program. 

Competition is not necessarily conducive to 
friendly cooperation, but hopefully there will be enough 
cooperation to continue providing the level of ambulance 
service the County has come to expect under the Basic 
Life Support System. As Herman Spencer states: "We're 
not sure if it will work in Inyo County, but we're willing 
to take the first step. It’s got to start somewhere and this 
way, we can at least say we tried." Not everyone agrees 
that it should have even been started in the first place, 
but change is the essence of life and the EMT-II 
program's time may have come. It will be agressively 
pushed in sny case. ■ 



A FISH 

"80* of the trout in the Truckee River have 
whirling disease. And the fish in Topaz have it," says Bill 
Rowan, district manager of the State Fish and Game 
department. The State of Nevada however has elected not 
to do anything about the disease - It being so wide-spread 
- for the cost would be prohibitive Rowan said that 
Pennsylvania has decided not to do anything, and Montana 
closed down two hatcheries and walked away, saying 
forget it. 

Authorities have no way of controlling the disease 
other than through eradication efforts... efforts similar 
to those being used at the Mt. Whitney and Black Rock fish 
hatcheries. 2 million fingerlings were buried August 
2nd from the Mt. Whitney hatchery, and now through 
September 16th, Fish and Game authorities are 
supervising a fish-out at Black Rock to remove 350,000 
Rainbow trout. License fees have paid for the fish and 
fishermen are now given a chance to get back part of 
their investment. The loss of the plantable fish and 
fingerlings represent a considerable loss to anglers, 
though local streams will use fish from other State 
hatcheries to keep the level of fishing high. 

For now though, fishermen can catch a limit of 10 at 
the local Black Rock hatchery. "Crowds have been pretty 
good, averaging around 500 per day," says Rowan. Fish 
and Game hope the crowds continue so they won’t have to 
catch the fish themselves, turning them over to State 
prisons. 

Whirling disease was discovered in Europe 70 years 
ago and later on the East coast in the 50‘s. Californians 
first saw the protozone infestation in "66" at commercial 
hatcheries. (The latest outbreak is California’s 5th.) The 

(continued on next page) 
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STORY... 

Stale told growers to eradicate the disease, using methods 
now used in their own local hatcheries. Effected 
commercial hatcheries were forced to close down for a 
time, and the State must now swallow their own medicine 
and get rid of the disease at considerable expense. 

The protozones of the disease do not get into the meat 
of the fish but grow in the brain and soft cartilage of the 
backbone, not effecting humans. The fish themselves will 
whirl (circle) under crowded and stressful conditions 
and in advance stages have deformities of the head and/or 
backbone. At the Black Rock fish-out, the fish heads 
must be cut off so the disease stays behind, preventing 
birds and animals from carrying the protozones around to 
deposit. 

After the fish sre caught and removed, the ponds will 
be drained... earthen ponds dredged of all the mud and 
lime used to kill the spores. 

Most of the water will be diverted 
upstream at DWP diversions on Oak 
Creek, and all the fish poisoned with a 
toxicant called "Rotenon". 

Rowen mentioned that the streams above the 
hatcheries will also be cleaned out (perhaps later in the 
fall). Most of the water will be diverted upstream at 
DWP diversions on Oak Creek, end all the fish poisoned 
with a toxicant called "Rotenon". The poison messes up 
the gills so they can’t breathe, leaving insects and other 
life to come back quickly. Employees will then go and 
pick out the deed fish by hand. These and other efforts 
will keep employees busy for a year or more with 
clean-up work. Rowan estimates that Black Rock could 
be back In partial operation by late next spring, but Mt. 
Whitney to be closed for 2 years (not having any 
plantable fish for 4 years.) Some employees who had 
expressed concern about their jobs will have plenty to 
keep them busy. “More thsn they would like," says 
Rowan. 

In order to get back in operation in two years, the 
local officials have taken eggs from their brood stock and 
sent them to a San Joachln hatchery where the fish will 
mature. After two years those fish will be old enough to 
lay eggs which in turn will be brought back to Mt. 
Whitney to start another generation of brood stock. In 4 
months time after the fish reach maturity, Fish and Game 
will know if their eradication efforts were successful. 

But what’s going to keep the disease from coming back 



Cleaning fish at Black Rock. 


and spreading rapidly under crowded hatchery conditions. 
A fisherman at Topa 2 could get mud on his boots, come to 
Oak Creek, fish snd deposit the mud with disease 
protozones in local waters. Or birds eating diseased fish 
in Nevada could deposit droppings in streams feeding the 
hatcheries. Rowan also mentioned that tubifex worms (a 
popular fish food and intermediary host to the 
protozones) are found in several local streams. Fish 
eating the worms brought in by tourists will then spread 
the disease. 

Eradication is time consuming, expensive and 
possibly futile, but Rowan sees the effort as worth it. 
"As long as we have the means to control the disease, we 
should try to control it," he says ■ 


me Tomm 



(Highway 395) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 


For reservations call 878-2221 
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Dear Editor: 

In reference to Benbrook's sad column about Mondale 
being choosey about a Vice-President, how about 
mealy-mouth Nixon picking Spiro Agnew, almost as big a 
crook as Nixon. And about being screwed of poor people, 
Reagan's great Attorney General, William French Smith 
going around the world on a family pleasure trip and 
tabbing the taxpayers 3/4's of a million dollars. 

Earl Greeno 
Independence 

Editor‘s Note: Pub He servants or public 

masters? 


Editor. 

1 don’t understand the NO-DWP-DISPLAY-AT- 
EASTERN-CALIFORNIA-MUSEUM reasoning of the Inyo 
News Letter (Aug. Issue, DWP and Local Museum). 

The DWP's coming to Owens Valley changed the course 
of its history ssme as Manzanar did for the American- 
born Japanese, or the intrusion of miners and ranchers 
affected the native Piutes. These groups are well 
represented in Eastern California Museum displays. 


depending on who you talk to. If you talk to 
Mary V. Phillips, you will get one opinion. 
Talking to Mary DeDecker will give another. If 
the Museum insists on a DWP display, let both 
views have equal say. m 


Just about 
an ything yoifd need! 


! PGC&H tut^ pW oo««* 


JOSCPHS 

BI-RITE MARKET 

And department store 

I lone pine r 


The DWP donated the land the 
Museum sits on. Leading Owens 
Valley citizens live in comfortable 
circumstances today because of 
generous DWP pensions. 

A DWP display at the ECM 
could be appropriate, surely. 

Polly Conn8ble 
Independence 

Editor 5 Note. There is no 

denying that DWP changed 
the course of the Valley's 
history - and the 
News-Letter does not 
consider a DWP display as 
inappropriate, but the 
contents of that display are 
our concern. Will it be 
pro-DWP as suggested in 
our article, or anti-DWP. 
Both views are well 
represented in the Valley, 


The News-letter welcomes readers’ letters and comments relevant to public | 
issues Letters should be brief and oonsisely stated. The editors rimind 
readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply either the 
editor's agreement with Its content, or Its accuracy. Address letters to 

P O. Box 211, Independence, California 92524. 


0003 " 
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(Quality Printing for Southern Inyo) 

(619) 878-2508 346 So. Edvards 


(619) 878-2582 Independence, CA 
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If the news is bad today - cheer up - 
Ben brook will make it worse tomorrow! 


by Clarence Benbrook 



Consensus shows that the poorer the country, the higher 
the birth rate. They have a choice of this trivial pursuit 
or a more expensive "Trivial Pursuit". 

Jackson promises to support flondale in the Fall. And he 
hopes he does. 

Armor piercing bullets used by the "McDonald" killer are 
illegal in California. Illegal is not an effective 
preventative. 

Jimmy Carter says new voters will help the Democrats 
this fall. Even Billy Carter knows that all new voters 
will be Democratic. 

Mondale wants to raise taxes and Reagan doesn't. Truthful 
taxes hurt just as much as liar taxes. 

Suggestion for the Legislature. Make it illegal for a 
drunk driver to wear a seat belt. 

Equal Access law passes Congress. Now the men can go to 
the women's rest room and vice versa. 

Social Security remains in serious condition. The last 
transfusion was taken from an AIDS patient. 

Republicans fear a dull convention. Is there any other 
kind?? 

The rise of teen age suicides leave the experts in agony. 
The thrill of sex snd the agony of parenthood. 

The I.R.S. claims it will audit 350,000 tax returns for 
illegal tax shelters. Taking one day to audit each of them, 
it would t8ke one agent 958 years to audit them. 

A lad/ asks a columnist. "Why can't men leave sex out of 
their relationships with women?" Lad/, why can't tigers 
eat vegetables instead of meat? 

Tax avoidance is legal. Tax evasion is not legal. The 
difference between the two is Audit. 


Reel religious convictions in politics would go against 
appeals to greed and self-interest. Roughly translated, 
this means that if we had some ham, we could have a ham 
and egg sandwich, if we had some eggs. 

Republicans shape a no increase in taxes plank for their 
platform. The plsnk hss termites! 

Republicans and Democrats agree to a pay increase for 
Social Security recipients. Now that they're taxing S S., 
they figure to get it all back anyway. 

Omie Mairs says. When Reagan and Mondale talk about 
taxes, the moths fly out of my wallet in terror. 

The reason political parties have a right wing and a left 
wing is that they can't fly with only one wing. 

Reagan gets "Moment of Silence" bill passed. If he would 
practice what he passes he could keep his foot out of his 
mouth. 

A Kingman woman was given a ticket for not having 8 tail 
light on her horse. If her horse had been rear ended, it 
might have killed a bureaucrat. 

Senator Hatfield says he made a mistake in judgement. So 
did the holdup man. 

Soviet grain buying spree reflects a short harvest. Our 
grain bin is not ss dangerous as our Olympics 

In summer, Congress' fancy turns to spending. That's 
because most of us are taking our vacations in the 
summer. 

Poll indicates most of us know very little about V.P. 
candidate Ferraro. When newspapers get through 
informing us about her, we will know much more 8bout 
her than she is. 

■IK 

















































































































Too many bosses... that's an internal complaint from 
more than a few DWP workers. They see the numbers of 
supervisors and bosses continually climb. More than a 
few suspect that the higher up bosses are creating a 
bigger power structure for themselves... with more and 
more higher paid people under their control. Of course, 
the higher pay comes from our utility bills. Los Angeles 
DWP customers say DWP pinches them for too much 
money, too. 

Mayor Bradley's removal of three Water and Power 
Commissioners shook up the comfortable clan at DWP 
headquarters. But we hesr the Mayor cleaned house in 
most of the City's commissions... he's got a power plan 
too. 

*** 


a chance, drive up to Bishop Creek Lodge for dinner. Chef 
Hank Levine will deliver a delectable meal. The ambience 
is rustic. The scenery breathtaking. 

*** 

Old rivalries department: as veteran County Clerk 
Rita Bromley- Holland prepares to end her County career 
8nd take retirement, there seems now to be some 
questions about who will take her place. Rita's strong 
choice is her assistant, Arieen Grider. Arleen's 
reputation of competency has preceded her in her 
Courthouse duties. But Bromley-Hoi land's former 
assistant and election rival, Beverly Harry, says she 
wants the appointment as County Clerk. 

It’s up to the Supervisors. 


Speaking of bureaucratic power trips... the Inyo 
County Courthouse has its share. Some people are 
starting to confuse the County Water Department for a 
branch of the DWP. If the agreement ever goes through, 
DWP will literally pay for a large part of the Water 
Department budget. Pays to get cozy with the DWIP. 
Conveniently, the real purpose of the Water Department 
got lost. Remember when the voters passed the 
groundwater ordinance? It W8S a vote for local control of 
the groundwater. The W8ter Department was supposed to 
be a modest bureau to assist in that control. Instead it 
has become just another County Department designed to 
provide jobs for consultants to probe the Valley and 
discover the obvious... plants die when you take water 
away from them. Ordinances tend to die too when you 
don't use them or fight to protect them. 

*** 

Cyndi Allstead, secretary to County Administrator 
Mike Hanford will leave County employ in September. 
Several sources told us that Hanford asked her not to 
mention she was leaving at first. But word got out and he 
apparently changed his mind. Hanford at first denied that 
he asked for Cyndi's silence. But then said he had wanted 
a chance to talk her out of leaving. 

**« 

On to simpler and more palatable subjects. If you get 
M 


*** 

VPP (Very Pleasant People) Department: two 
Caltrans workers who took the time to be sincerely 
helpful to our News Crew covering the Keeler flood. 
Getting around in all of that mud 8nd water was tough. 
But Bob Stokes and Ed Green offered us help when it was 
really needed. It's refreshing to find public servants who 
real 1y do serve. T hanks, guys. 

*** 

Benbrook was coaching President Reagan the other 
day during that microphone check... but the President's 
hearing must be poor. Benbrook didn't tell him to say, 
"We've outlawed the Russians, bombing starts in 5 
minutes." Benbrook told the President, "We're having 
coleslaw and Russian dressing, dinner starts in 5 
minutes." I guess Republicans have communication 
problems sometimes. 


*** 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD 
NEWS EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 
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MAIL TO: P 0 BOX 313. INDEPENDENCE 


Eastern California Museum Summer Hours: 
Monday thru Saturday. 10-5 pm 
Sunday: 1 - 5 pm 

Visit the County Museum in Independence! 


For Sale! 

10 pc. Ludwig Natural Maple Drum Set 
Includes 2 Slingerland Cymbal Boom-Stands 
& Ludwig Hardware - also includes 8 
Zildjian Cymbals - all in good condition. 
Must Sell $1300.00 
"Take it or shake it" 

Call 878-2383 and leave message. 


SWAP MEET - September 15 
People wanting a space or booth in the 5th 
annual Independence Swap Meet are asked 
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to call 878-2236 before August 31st. The 
Swap Meet is from 8.00 am to 2:00 pm 
There will be a “Hamburger Fry" ($2.00) to 
go along with the baked goods the women 
sell. The Methodist Church asks a simple 
20% of your sell. 


CERRO COSO COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 

-An English course is offered in 
Independence for interested students 
Classes begin Sept. 4 and end Dec. 21 The 
2-unit course will meet Tuesday 
afternoons from 2:30 to 5 pm at the Garden 
Club. 

-13 courses are offered in Lone Pine with 
classes beginning Sept. 4. included are 
"basic painting" (Wed afternoons from I to 
4:30 pm at the Lone Pine Town Hall), 
"ceramics" (Wed. evenings from 6 to 9:30 
pm at the Lo-lnyo School art room), 
"watercolor painting", "introduction to 
art", biology, health science, mathematics, 
physical education, political science, and 
wood. Registration will take place during 
the first class session. ■ 



The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
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She guarantees her readings, but 
when asked to explain this, Sister Kay 
points to her calling card and says, 7 
guarantee success where other readers 
have failed ." Going on, 7 give never 
failing advice upon all matters of life." 

Who taught her the art of fortune 
telling? "No one taught me," she 
explains. “it's a gift from Ood. I began 
when / was eight and have done this for 
15 years ." Her Mother. Sister Angela, 
also tells fortunes and gives advice, 
principally down in L A at a church she 
leads in Hollywood - "AH Religion" 
church. Sister Kay says she donates all 
her money to the church which is then 
used to help teach handicapped kids - 
"kids who come to the Church to learn 
about God ." 

Sister Kay says her ability is God's 
gift to give to others, and for $20 a 


OPEN - PALM AND 
CARD READINGS 

“Soon you'll receive a letter, a very 
important letter. You will go on a long 
trip. A close friend is false to you. 
Business will be good, “ says Sister Kay 
i as she Zooks at the palms. 7 feel the 
vibrations. That's how / read the future. 
No one ever told me what the lines 
mean ." Whether she can foretell the 
future or not, Sister Kay is able to give 
some pretty interesting insights. 

She is a palm reader and also reads 
playing cards in her house on North 
Edwards Street in Independence. She and 
her Mother, Sister Angela, had a house 
in Bishop, but moved down to 
Independence a few months ago where 
Sister Kay lives 2 or 3 weeks out of the 
month with her husband and baby girl. 
Sister Kay says she Just likes the 
town “. 
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